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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2011

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Johnson Center for Philanthropy gets new leader
James Edwards has been selected as the new
executive director of the Dorothy A. Johnson
Center for Philanthropy at Grand Valley. He
replaces Kathy Agard, who retired in December.
Edwards has served as director of the
Johnson Center’s Community Research
Institute and assistant professor of social
work since arriving at Grand Valley in 2003.
Before joining the Johnson Center, Edwards
was the program director for Network 180
Access Center in Kent County. He has direct
service experience in child welfare and
juvenile justice and has served as a foster care
worker, juvenile court probation officer and
investigator for the county Family Drug Court
Task Force. He also assisted with the expansion
of mental health home-based services in Kent
County, and served for five years as a board
member for the Arbor Circle Corporation.
“I am truly honored and excited to lead the

Johnson Center,” said Edwards. “Dr. Kathy
Agard retired, leaving us with a strong
local and national reputation. We plan to
continue building on her work and our
commitment to being a key organization in
the support of philanthropic and nonprofit
work in Michigan and nationally.”
Edwards earned a bachelor’s degree
from Aquinas College, a master’s degree
from Western Michigan University and a
doctorate from Michigan State University.
“I am delighted to welcome Dr. James Edwards
as the executive director of the Center. His
leadership, experience, and creativity will
be invaluable to all nonprofits, foundations,
and donors,” said Dorothy A. Johnson, the
center’s namesake and former member
of the Grand Valley Board of Trustees.
Gayle R. Davis, provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs, said: “Dr. Edwards brings

just the right
combination
of leadership,
creativity,
experience and
knowledge of
the field, and
interpersonal
effectiveness to
this important
position at
Grand Valley. I
look forward to
working with him
in this new role.”

James Edwards

The Johnson Center was established in 1992,
with support from the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation, to promote effective philanthropy,
community improvement, and excellence in
nonprofit leadership through teaching,
research and service.

Career Services partners with DHS for job fair
Grand Valley’s Career Services will host one
of five recruitment fairs for the Michigan
Department of Human Services, assisting the
state’s announcement of hiring more than 500
highly qualified graduates to work in children’s
protective services, foster care, adoption,
juvenile and home licensing services to
continue to improve the child welfare system.

DHS Director Maura D. Corrigan said the
announcement was encouraging news for the
state, as the new hires will be people “on the
front lines, working with Michigan children
and families to ensure they have the services
and support they need.”
DHS is partnering with five colleges and
universities statewide to pilot a series of threeday recruitment and interview
events to reach a diverse pool of
applicants. Grand Valley’s event
will run February 22-24 on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Other
recruitment fairs will be held at
Northern Michigan University,
Michigan State University, Oakland
University and Marygrove College.

Students from a criminal justice course are pictured in a Mackinac Hall
classroom. They are one of the majors targeted for a recruitment fair
sponsored by Career Services and the Michigan Department of Human
Services.

Frederick J. Antczak, dean
of the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences, called the fair
exciting for students and
West Michigan. “Grand Valley
is providing well-prepared
students to help re-energize the
economy,” he said. “And as a
Grand Rapids native, I’m proud
of our students and gratified at

the idea of what they will accomplish.”
The events are open to all applicants who
meet the minimum qualifications. That
includes holding a bachelor’s or master’s
degree in social work, psychology, family
studies, counseling psychology, criminal
justice, sociology, family ecology, consumer/
community services, family and/or child
development, or guidance/school counseling.
The event’s first day will feature an
introduction panel presentation, “A Career
in Child Welfare Services for the Social
Sciences,” that requires pre-registration.
During Day 2, applicants must complete a
written exercise and application form, as well
as undergo a brief interview. Applicants will
be notified immediately if they are selected to
come back for a second interview on Day 3.
Current students with an expected May or
August 2011 graduation are encouraged
to apply.
For more information, please visit www.
michigan.gov/dhsjobs. Information is also
posted on the Career Services website at
www.gvsu.edu/careers, click on “Students.”

2

FORUM | FEBRUARY 14, 2011

Across Campus
Three honored during Presidents’ Ball

staff members who are acting as card holders and will perform one good
deed for another campus community member.

Three members of the campus
community were honored
at the Presidents’ Ball on
February 4 at DeVos Place in
Grand Rapids.

Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s Enrichment Center, said she
hopes the goodwill will spread and be tracked on the website www.gvsu.
edu/payitforward. “Our goal is to encourage at least 50 good deeds to celebrate the university’s 50th anniversary,” Arnold said.

The Distinguished Individual
of the Year Award was presented to Dorothy A. Johnson,
former member of the Board
of Trustees. Johnson ended
her 16-year tenure on the
board in December. Jarrett
Martus, president of Student
Senate, said Johnson was
selected as the award recipient
because of her strong commitment to Grand Valley students
and her dedication to the university.

The campaign will run through spring break.

AWRI internship deadline approaches
The Annis Water Resources Institute is taking applications for the D. J.
Angus-Scientech Educational Foundation Internship (summer), the
Robert B. Annis Foundation Undergraduate Student Internship (summer)
and the Bill and Diana Wipperfurth Student Research Scholarship (fall).
Applications and information are available online at www.gvsu.edu/wri,
click on “Undergraduate Funding/Opportunities.” The deadline for all
internship applications is March 11.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Dorothy A. Johnson, former member of the
Board of Trustees, received the Distinguished
Individual of the Year Award at the February 4
Presidents’ Ball.

Tim Selgo, director of athletics, received the Presidential
Appreciation Award and
Danielle DeMuth, assistant professor of women and gender studies,
received the Student Award for Faculty Excellence.

Pay it forward campaign begins
You may have noticed the hot chocolate cups with a “pay it forward” message that were given to participants following the Martin Luther King
silent march.
That effort by staff members in the Children’s Enrichment Center, Office
of Student Life and Human Resources was the soft start to the kick off of
Grand Valley’s Pay It Forward campaign.
The campaign officially begins today, February 14, with 50 faculty and

FORUM

Volume 35, Number 21
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
News and Information Services Staff:
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist
Michele Coffill, communications specialist
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist
Leah Zuber, communications specialist
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator
Amanda Pitts, photographer
Sarah Schultz, student writer
Kevin Virant, student writer
Other publications by the News and Information
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published
quarterly for the university community. Visit its
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and
video features.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal
opportunity institution.

GVSU first state public university to
receive environmental certification
Grand Valley is the first public university in Michigan to be certified by
the Michigan Turfgrass Environmental Stewardship Program.
Nine modules were completed to receive certification on the Allendale
Campus, including evaluation of fuel storage systems, groundwater and
well protection, and use of green products and recycling.
Ken Stanton, grounds supervisor, said several construction projects were
involved to complete the modules.
“We installed a new, more efficient fueling station, a space that is used for
mixing and loading pesticides, and a new equipment wash station that
collects excess grass clippings from our mowing equipment,” Stanton
said. “All of these developments will help us to magnify sustainable efforts
already taking place at Grand Valley.”

GVFaces
Paul Leidig
Director and Professor,
School of Computing and
Information Systems
Paul Leidig has made significant contributions
to the development of computing and
information system programs in academia.
Leidig helped establish Grand Valley’s
Computer Science Information Systems
Department in 1993, and founded the School
of Computing and Information Systems in
2004. He said the experience of seeing the
transformational power of computer science
and information systems in students defines
his passion.
“There’s a constant balance between
new technology and generational use,”
said Leidig. “Students know how to
use these technologies but do not have
experience applying it — our program does
this and gives them a leading edge.”
Before joining Grand Valley two decades ago,
Leidig spent 20 years in Virginia, where he
received his bachelor’s degree from Eastern
Mennonite University. After graduating, he
began working with computer information
systems through hospital data processing.
He then moved into consulting and selling
computing systems during the emergence of
microcomputers and related technology.

After completing
his master’s
degree in business
administration at
James Madison
University, Leidig
joined the faculty
there and at
Eastern Mennonite
University. In
that time he also
completed his
doctoral degree
at Virginia
Commonwealth
University.

Paul Leidig

“I enjoy the dynamic nature of emerging
technology and its application to social change,”
said Leidig. “I also enjoy the technological
change in different disciplines, from mobile
computing to medical information systems.”
His contributions to higher education
were recognized in November when Leidig
was the recipient of the Association of
Information Technology Professionals
Fellow Lifetime Achievement Award.
For six years, he has served as Grand Valley’s
NCAA faculty athletic representative. He also
enjoys racquetball, hunting, camping and, most
recently, being a grandparent. “I am never
satisfied wearing just one hat at a time,”
he said.
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What’s Ahead
Character interpreters
mark Reagan’s birthday

as a suite of four-hand piano pieces written
for the children of his friends, Ravel later
reworked them into the ballet “Ma Mère l’oye.”

In a one-of-a-kind event celebrating Ronald
Reagan’s 100th birthday, five actors will come
together on one stage to portray Reagan
himself, and the four American presidents
who most influenced the 40th president —
Jefferson, Coolidge, Roosevelt and Kennedy.

“The Boy Who Wouldn’t Do His Homework!”
(L’enfant et les Sortileges – also by Ravel) brings
the talents of Grand Valley’s Opera Theatre to
the stage. The opera follows a disobedient boy
who refuses to do his homework and destroys
everything in his room, and then something
weird and fantastic happens as the things he
wrecked come to life. French music is sung
in English translation by an all-student cast.

“Reagan’s Heroes: A 100th Birthday
Celebration” is set for Tuesday, February 15,
at 7 p.m. at the Gerald R. Ford Museum, 303
Pearl St. in Grand Rapids. It is free and open
to the public, but limited seating is available.
The event, sponsored by Grand Valley’s
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies,
features actors who are accomplished
character interpreters and historians. Paddy
Morrissey will travel from San Francisco to
give a warm, humorous portrayal of Ronald
Reagan. Colonial Williamsburg’s William
Barker will portray Jefferson, Jim Cooke will
play Coolidge, John Hamant will present
FDR, and Brian Hilton will portray Kennedy.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center, said Reagan’s optimistic, western vision
was shaped by Thomas Jefferson while his
free-market economics came straight out of the
presidency of Calvin Coolidge. During the
Great Depression and World War II, Reagan
was a steadfast admirer of Franklin Roosevelt,
and his combination of tax cuts and strong
defense was from the playbook of Kennedy,
Whitney added.
For more information, contact the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies at x12770
or visit www.allpresidents.org.

Arab American
leader to discuss
Middle East events
The founder of the Arab American Institute
will discuss his latest book and also share
his insight on the political strife in Egypt
during a presentation at Grand Valley.
James Zogby, founder and president of the
AAI, will center his talk around his latest
book, Arab Voices: What They Are Saying to
Us and Why It Matters. Zogby’s presentation
is scheduled for Thursday, February 17,
1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2204. The
event is free and open to the public.

James Zogby, founder and president of the Arab
American Institute, will give a presentation Thursday
in the Kirkhof Center.

Inc. in 1982, then founded AAI in 1985.
Zogby’s other books are What Ethnic
Americans Really Think and What Arabs
Think: Values, Beliefs and Concerns. A book
signing will follow his presentation.
For more information, contact the Area Studies
office at areastudies@gvsu.edu or x18110.

Women’s Center to
host fundraiser
Enjoy an evening indulging in chocolate
desserts and participating in a silent
auction during the Women’s Center annual
fundraiser set for Thursday, February 17.
“Indulge in a Cause” will run from 5-7:30 p.m.
in the Eberhard Center, second floor. Desserts
from area restaurants and bakeries will be
featured and participants can enter silent
auctions for prize packages. A jazz band will
provide entertainment for the evening.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the
Women’s Center Program Endowment and
the Non-traditional Endowment Scholarship
for students who might not otherwise receive
financial aid.
Tickets for the event are $30 for the general
public and $10 for Grand Valley students.
Tickets can be purchased by calling the
Women’s Center at x12748 or visiting
www.gvsu.edu/women_cen and searching
under “News.”

Opera Theatre
collaborates with city
ballet company

Zogby’s presentation is sponsored by Grand
Valley’s Middle East Studies Department,
William Baum Lecture Series, Padnos
International Center and the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies.

A first-time collaboration between Grand
Valley’s Opera Theatre and the Grand Rapids
Ballet Company brings an opportunity
to experience both art forms during two
entertaining productions geared to families.

The AAI, based in Washington, D.C., serves
as the political and policy research arm
of the Arab American community. For 30
years, Zogby has been involved in a range
of Arab American issues. He served as chair
of the Palestine Human Rights Campaign
in the 1970s, co-founded Save Lebanon,

It starts with stories from Mother Goose,
danced by the Grand Rapids Ballet Company
and choreographed by Patricia Barker, acting
artistic director. Beauty and the Beast, Tom
Thumb, and Sleeping Beauty come to life in
French composer Maurice Ravel’s imaginative
ballet. Originally composed in 1908 and 1910

“I am thrilled that Grand Valley’s Opera
Theatre and the Grand Rapids Ballet Company
are sharing the stage,” said Dale Schriemer,
artistic director of the GVSU Opera Theatre.
“The strong storytelling abilities of both
pieces give the audience so much to enjoy.”
Music will be performed and directed by
pianist James Barnett, from Chicago; other
ensemble members are Ryan Stumpo, piano;
Ed Clifford flute; and Alicia Eppinga, cello.
Performances at GRBC’s Peter Martin Wege
Theatre are Saturday, February 19, at 2 p.m.
and 5 p.m., and Sunday, February 20, at 2
p.m. Tickets available at the box office, 341
Ellsworth Ave. SW, Grand Rapids, by calling
(616) 454-4771 or through Ticketmaster
at (800) 982-2787.
Performances at Grand Valley’s Louis
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center,
on the Allendale Campus, are February 25 at
7 p.m. and February 26-27 at 2 p.m. Tickets,
$10-20, are available at the LAT box office, or
by calling x12300, Startickets at 800-585-3737,
or online at www.startickets.com. For more
information visit www.gvsu.edu/music.

Career fair set for
DeVos Place
More than 120 employers will be available
to discuss internships and jobs during the
Careerfest and Health Career Day, sponsored
by the Career Services office at Grand Valley.
The event is set for Tuesday, February 22,
from 2-6 p.m. at the DeVos Place Convention
Center, 303 Monroe Ave. in Grand Rapids.
The event is free and open to all area college
students and graduates. Pre-registration
is not required but express check-in will
be available with a current resume.
Employers will represent a wide range
of disciplines including a concentration
from the health care field. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/careerfairs for details. For more
information call Career Services at x13311.
The event is supported by area schools:
Aquinas College, Baker College, Calvin
College, Cornerstone University, Davenport
University, Grand Rapids Community College,
Hope College, Kendall College of Art and
Design and Muskegon Community College.
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General Events
Mon., Feb. 14
Noon: Black History Month Event. “Detroit
Civil Rights Trilogy.” 1240 KC. Call x12177
for information.
Noon: Positive Black Women host Poetry Jam.
GRR KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/pbw for
more information.
2:30 p.m.: Human Resources Workshop.
“Multi-Generational Differences in the
Workforce,” by Melita Travis Johnson. 123
CHS. Call x12215 for information.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Developing
Community of Inquiry in a Hybrid or
Online Course.” 324 LOH. Call x13498 for
information.
3 p.m.: Islamic Awareness Week Event.
“What You Don’t Know About Islam,” by
Sebastian Maisel. 2204 KC.
4 p.m.: American Pacific Islander American
Event. “ExplorAsia,” by Christina Jackson.
1240 KC. Call x12177 for information.

Tues., Feb. 15
Noon: Black History Month Event. “Citizen
King.” 1240 KC.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Meijer
Healthy Living Cooking Demonstration.
123 CHS. Call x12215 for information.
6 p.m.: Islamic Awareness Week Event.
“Voting Behaviors Among Muslim
Americans,” by Gamal Gasim. 2204 KC.
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Reagan’s
Heroes: A 100th Birthday Celebration.”
Gerald R. Ford Museum, Grand Rapids.
Call x12770 for information.

www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Google is More
Than a Search Engine.” 114A DEV.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Inclusion and
Diversity in the Classroom.” 1104 KC.
3 p.m.: American Pacific Islander American
Event. “East of Main Street.” 2204 KC.
4 p.m.: Community Reading Open Discussion.
“The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.”
Library Café ZUM. Call x12618 for information.
7 p.m.: 50th Anniversary Distinguished
Academic Lecture Series. “The Next 50
Years in Michigan,” by Paul Hillegonds.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/anniversary for more information.
7 p.m.: Islamic Awareness Week Event.
“Spoken Word,” by Amir Sulaiman. 2204
KC.

Thurs., Feb. 17
7:30 a.m. Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
“Know Your GVSU Anti-Harassment
Policy.” 2215/2216 KC.
11:30 a.m.: Health and Wellness hosts
Alzheimer’s Support Group. 2242 KC.
11:30 a.m.: Women’s Commission Meeting.
2201 KC. Call x12748 for information.
Noon: Black History Month Event. “The Neo
African-Americans.” 1240 KC.

Wed., Feb. 16

Noon: Children’s Enrichment Center hosts
“What Daddies Do Best: The Power of
Dad.” 2243 KC. Call x15437 for more information.

Noon: Black History Month Event. “Chisholm
’72: Unbought or Unbossed.” 1240 KC.

Noon: FTLC Workshop. “Google is More
Than a Search Engine.” 114A DEV.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit

1 p.m.: Middle East Studies Lecture. “Arab

Voices: What They Are Saying to Us and
Why it Matters,” by James Zogby. Call
x18110 for information.
3 p.m.: American Pacific Islander American
Event. “Unveiling the Truth: The Muslim
Women,” by Tahera Ahmad. GRR, KC.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Inclusion and
Diversity in the Classroom.” 303C DEV.
5 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “Indulge in a
Cause.” EC. Call x12748 for information.

Fri., Feb. 18
Noon: Black History Month Event. “A Taste of
Soul.” Lobby, KC.
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Supporting
Scholars.” EC.
3 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium: “Can a Bad
Guy Have Good Gongfu?” B-110, MAK. Call
x12114 for information.
7 p.m.: Islamic Awareness Week Event.
Comedian Mohammed Amer. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV.
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. LAT, PAC. Call x13484
for information.

Sports
Thurs., Feb. 17
6 p.m.: Men’s basketball hosts Findlay.
8 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Findlay.

Fri., Feb. 18
4 p.m.: Track and Field hosts GVSU Tune-Up.

Sat., Feb. 19
1 p.m.: Men’s Basketball hosts Wayne State
University.
3 p.m.: Women’s Basketball hosts Wayne State
University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Annis Water Resources Institute received
a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development to assist with its
field station renovation.
Ryan Thum, AWRI assistant professor,
received a grant from the National Science

Foundation for a project, “RUI: Evolutionary
and Ecological Importance of Hybridization
and Cryptic Diversity in a Rapidly Expanding
Aquatic Plant.”
Patricia Clark, poet-in-residence and professor
of writing, participated in the Visiting Writer’s
Series at Kalamazoo Valley Community College.

In the News
Regional Math and Science Center staff
members Karen Meyers and Kathy Agee were
interviewed by WOOD-TV’s “Eight West”
for a story about Super Science Saturday.

